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Processing Requirements for Thermolabile Flexible Endoscopes 

CDS Related Guidance 

Netherlands

Procedure Room Decontamination Area

Precleaning Manual Cleaning* Manual Disinfection 
or EWD

Drying/Storage/
Sterilization

Remarks Source

Immediately after finishing 
patient’s procedure

By wiping the outer 
surface of the insertion 
tube and using 
(transparent) detergent 
or water  to flush/rinse all 
channels 

Neutral cleaners with or 
without enzymes; trend 
towards mild alkaline 
cleaners

Brushes must be single-
use 

Before brushing, all 
channels must be filled 
with cleaning solution

EWD processing is 
state of the art

PAA in strong 
preference to GDA
 
Spectrum of 
antimicrobial 
activity: bactericidal, 
mycobactericidal, 
fungicidal/yeasticidal, 
and virucidal 

Drying and Storage: 
drying should be done 
in a closed drying (and 
storage) cabinet;
storage in a (drying 
and) storage cabinet; 
a maximum storage 
time of one month 
for the endoscopes is 
recommended

EWD-processed 
endoscopes to be reused 
within four hours; if 
the endoscope is not 
used within four house, 
cleaning and disinfection 
are required

Sterilization: EtO 
sterilization is uncommon

GI scopes incl. 
duodenoscopes 
classified as 
semicritical medical 
devices require manual 
(pre-) cleaning and 
EWD processing 

Endoscopes entering 
sterile body cavities 
classified as critical 
medical devices 
need to be sterile; 
e.g. cystoscopes/
ureteroscopes 
(urology) used in upper 
bladder require manual 
(pre-) cleaning, EWD, 
and sterilization

The steering group 
for flexible endoscope 
cleaning and 
disinfection (SFERD): 
Professional Standard 
Handbook Cleaning and 
Disinfection
Flexible Endoscopes; 
Version 4.1 (2017)

Legend:
EWD – endoscope washer-disinfector (chemo-thermal mechanical/
automatic cleaning and disinfection)
GDA – glutardialdehyde

PAA – peracetic acid
ClO2 – chlorine dioxide
LCS – liquid chemical sterilization 
EtO – ethylene oxide 

LTSF – low-temperature steam formaldehyde
H2O2 – hydrogen peroxide 
OR – operating room
EHEF – European Hygiene Experts Forum

* Mandatory, even in the case of EWD processing

https://www.vzi.nl/actueel/
nieuws/2022-09-17-publicatie-
sferd-handboek-v6.0

https://www.vzi.nl/actueel/nieuws/2022-09-17-publicatie-sferd-handboek-v6.0
https://www.vzi.nl/actueel/nieuws/2022-09-17-publicatie-sferd-handboek-v6.0
https://www.vzi.nl/actueel/nieuws/2022-09-17-publicatie-sferd-handboek-v6.0


As medical knowledge is constantly growing, technical modifications or changes of the product design, product specifications, accessories and service offerings may be required. This quick reference 
guide is a mere summary of some important procedure steps and/or product information. It is not meant to replace the instructions for use. Any user of this product must at all times observe all mandatory 

information for the product, found, in particular, on the labels and the instructions for use.
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